TOWARDS  A  SOCIALIST  SOCIETY
hearts, but our grief would be purely sentimental: no real
damage to the State would ensue " ; and he concludes by saying
that " present society is a world upside down, in which it is
generally admitted that the poor must be generous towards
the rich and that therefore the less well-to-do must daily do
without part of what they need so as to increase the superfluity
of the big owners."
To the solution of the problem thus sharply stated, Saint-
Simon was to devote the remaining years of his life. First of
all, he rules out as futile all existing political parties. The
Retrogrades—Bonald, Chateaubriand, Maistre, Lamennais—
have destroyed their own case: by denying any virtue to the
forces and currents of thought of to-day they have themselves
admitted the need for something new. The Moderates, or
Statics, foolishly think that old and new institutions can be
welded together: they think they are reconcilers and are only
old women. The Liberals have more to say for themselves;
they represent a strong tradition, that of the Encyclopedists;
they achieved in turn the overthrow of Robespierre, of the
Directoire, of Bonaparte. But they are now worn out; they
have no new ideas, no new system, and are helpless before
new problems. All parties in fact are concerned with vanities;
their day is gone; that of industrialism has come, by which
is meant the control of society by those who really produce,
" A nation is nothing but a great industrial society."* And just
as the old system was based on abstract a priori notions, and
haunted by the idea of individual rights, the new will be based
on nothing but positive notions, and will be concerned not
with individual freedom but with social organization.
By " positive " is meant whatever is objectively demonstrable,
logically deduced from- observable and unchallengeable facts;
it is almost the same as what we call nowadays " scientific."
Politics can be made " positive " if they are founded on the
scientific study of history, that will provide us with the key
to human progress and with the principles on which a 'new
society can be built. And this study shows us, first, that we
are emerging from the military into the commercial age;
1 Charlety, Hlstoire du Saint-Simomsme, p. 18.
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